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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE On the cover: Alabama's new head football coach, 


Mike Dubose, has firm ideas about how he is 


going to bring Bama back to national champi- 
onship competitiveness. See Page 6. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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Mike Dubose: 


by Kirk McNair 
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Putting The Comp onents Together 


| 


Recruiting is top priority, but Bama’s new head coach has other items on full agenda 


ew Alabama Head Football Coach 
Ni Dubose appears comfortable in 

his position since taking over for 
Gene Stallings on January 2. He has already 
demonstrated a firmness in his staff deci- 
sions (see Page 12) and recruiting appears 
to be going well (see Page 24). “It's been 
hectic, but it's been fun,” he said of his first 
few weeks on the job. Then he added, “Of 


course, we haven't started keeping score 
yet.” 

Score-keeping begins in the fall, but what 
is accomplished between now and that first 
kickoff goes a long way in determining suc- 
cess in games. 

Dubose has always had a reputation for 
being extremely organized, a trait that is 
paying off for him now as he has to budget 


his time. “Each day I understand the title 
and the job a little better,” he said. “Each 
day in that chair I have a little greater appre- 
ciation for what Coach Stallings accom- 
plished.” 

While the public has been focused on the 
future members of the Alabama football 
team, Dubose has spent time with his re- 
turning players. He held his first team meet- 


Mike Dubose earned his reputation as an outstanding assistant coach. Now he’s in charge of the entire Alabama football operation. Based on early returns as 
the Tide has put its football staff together and worked towards a big recruiting year, Dubose is getting the job done. He'll put his team on the football field 


for spring training beginning March 17. 
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ing the night before the start of classes for 
the spring semester. While he said that was 
a meeting to discuss academics, a little time 
was also spent on getting ready for spring 
training. Dubose confirmed that he told the 
players, “If you like the way you look now, 
you'd better take a picture of yourself. You're 
not going to look like you look now when 
spring training begins.” 

That was in reference to the off-season 
program, which got under way shortly after 
that meeting. While Dubose was unsuccess- 
ful in luring former Alabama Strength 
Coach Al Miller back from the National 
Football League (Miller elected to follow 
Coach Dan Reeves from the New York 
Giants to the Atlanta Falcons), that doesn't 
mean off-season work isn’t progressing. 
Terry Jones, who has been an assistant 
strength coach working primarily with 
sports other than football, has taken over 
the football off-season program of running 
and weight-lifting. 

“He's doing an outstanding job,” Dubose 
said. “Participation and intensity have been 
good. I'm pleased with what is being accom- 
plished. This is a time when we have to de- 
velop quickness and strength and mental 
toughness.” Jones is considered a leading 
candidate for the position, which was creat- 
ed when Dubose elected not to retain 
LeBaron Carruthers. Because the position 
oversees all sports, not just football, 
Athletics Director Bob Bockrath will make 
the final decision on the new strength and 
conditioning coach. 

And Dubose’s staff is taking care of things 
on the academics front, too, A story making 
the rounds among the players is of one of 
their teammates missing a class on the first 
day. While the player thought he had a rea- 
sonable excuse for his absence, it earned 
him extra running time. 


ubose has already made plans for 

spring training. The Tide will begin 

its work on Monday, March 17, and 
conclude with “some sort of game” at 
Bryant-Denny Stadium on April 19. A team 
is allowed 15 practices in the spring, 10 in 
full gear, five in helmets and shoulder pads. 
(The NCAA considered eliminating the use 
of shoulder pads on those five practices this 
year, but coaches and trainers have lobbied 
for the use of shoulder pads as a prevention 
against injuries.) The Tide players will again 
have an interruption in practice as The 
University has its spring break from March 
29 through April 6. 

Dubose said that A-Day “might not be a 
full 60-minute game with the squad split 
into two teams, but it will be a chance for 
the fans to see us in action and for me to see 
how the team reacts in front of a crowd.” 

There was no A-Day Game last year be- 
cause Bryant-Denny Stadium’s turf had been 
removed in order to repair a drainage prob- 
lem. 

Because there was no A-Day Game last 
year, Alabama elected to move its Fan Day 
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Freddie Kitchens 


from early August to the spring. Dubose said 
a similar event would be held in conjunction 
with A-Day this year. “We will have the final 
details soon, but it’s something that our fans 
enjoy, and they seemed to enjoy it better in 
April than in August when it’s so hot.” 


Fes: the 
updates on 


football contests. 
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Because a team is limited by NCAA rules to 
four hours of work in any one day (and the 
autograph/photograph session will count as 
part of those four hours) both the Fan Day 
and game activities will probably be short- 
ened. 


ubose said he expected the team to 
be physically at full strength when 
spring practice begins. The big ques- 
tion concerns quarterback Freddie Kitchens. 

Kitchens under went arthroscopic knee 
surgery January 14 and began rehabilitation 
the next day. Dr. Les Fowler performed the 
operation to repair a torn lateral meniscus, 
an injury suffered in pre-season practice 
when offensive tackle Pete DiMario fell on 
Kitchens. Fowler said Kitchens should be 
back to normal by early February. 

Kitchens, who has fought the battle of the 
bulge throughout his career, admitted “I'm 
out of shape right now. But I think this will 
make it where I'll be in the best shape of my 
life.” 

The knee injury wasn't the only problem 
Kitchens had in 1996, He also suffered with 
a hip injury, turf toe, a jammed finger on his 
throwing hand, and two cracked ribs. 

“L was a little surprised he was able to per- 
form as well as he did through as many 
games as he did without any problems,” 
Fowler said. Assistant Head Coach Woody 
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MecCorvey, who coached Kitchens last year, 
said, “It was on a day-to-day basis” after the 
pre-season knee injury, “After a while, the 
doctors thought he was able to move and 
have a range of motion better than when he 
first injured it. They thought he could get 
through the season.” 


bere has been much speculation about 
“TPevsitin moves for Alabama this 

spring. While the spring is a time for 
experimentation, there may not be as much 
as many expect, 

“We may move Steven Harris back to 
linebacker (from defensive end),” Dubose 
said. “Steve Stanley has already moved 
there. There's no question with our losses at 
linebacker that the position is a priority, a 
position where players have an opportunity 
to show us they can do the job. We've got 


cost Houston $25,000. 


20 game against Arkansas. 


Exact times will be announced later. 


Date Opponent 
August 30 Houston 
September ll or 13 —- Vanderbilt 
September 20 Arkansas 


September 27 


October 4+ Kentucky 
October 18 Tennessee 
October 25 Ole Miss 


November 1 
November 8 
November 15 
November 22 


LSU 


Auburn 


December 6 TBA 


1997 Alabama Football Schedule 


Ithough one date is subject to change, apparently there will be no changes in the op- 
Aen on Alabama's 1997 football schedule. There had been a concern that Houston 

wanted to get out of its scheduled August 30 game against Alabama in Birmingham, 
but Tide Athletics Director Bob Bockrath said the Cougars will be Bama’s season-opening 
opponent this year. It is likely that the future schdule showing Houston as a 1999 opponent 
will change. It goes without saying that Alabama would have been in a difficult situation to 
find a quality opponent for this season if Houston had not stayed on the schedule. Although 
sources cite several reasons for Houston exploring the idea of not playing Bama, it is finan- 
cially advantageous for the Cougars to play the game. Alabama has guaranteed Houston a 
$500,000 payday for the game, Additionally, a buy-out clause in the contract would have 


Houston is one of four 1996 bow] teams on the Bama schedule. The others are 
Southeastern Conference opponents Tennessee, LSU and Auburn. 

It is likely that one 1997 date will be changed, While the schedule shows Alabama’s game 
against Vanderbilt in Nashville on Saturday, September 13, that game will likely be moved 
back to Thursday, September 11 for broadcast by the sports cable network ESPN. Although 
the Southeastern Conference is involved in negotiations on that telecast, as the home team it 
is Vanderbilt's decision, and the Commodores will almost certainly take a national television 
game. Such a move would be advantageous to Alabama, The Crimson Tide has an open date 
ptior to the Vanderbilt game, so there is plenty of time for preparation for the contest. And 
by playing on Thursday, Bama will have an extra couple of days to be ready for a September 


Alabama also has an open date before playing Tennessee, which will be played on the 
Third Saturday in October this year, October 18. 


Southern Miss 


Louisiana Tech (Homecoming) 
Mississippi State 


Southeastern Conference Championship Game 


Paul Pickett back in the middle and Tito 
Smith has a good bit of experience and 
Chris Edwards and Eddie Hunter have some 
experience.” 

He said there might be some movement of 
linemen from the defensive side to offense. 
But, he said. he would generally follow the 
Stallings’ philosophy on moying players. “I 
may go to some players and recommend a 
move, but I believe a player will work much 
harder at the position he wants to play than 
ata position he doesn't want to play.” 

There has been speculation that back-up 
quarterback Warren Foust, who saw only 
limited work at thal spot, might be moved 
to safety, where he would have an opporiu- 
nity to start. It has also been rumored that 
running back Curtis Alexander might move 
to flanker, a thought likely fueled by 
Alexander's impressive 63-yard touchdown 


Site 
Birmingham 
Nashville 
Tuscaloosa 
Birmingham 
Lexington 
Birmingham 
Oxford 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Auburn 


Atlanta 


play against Auburn. “I don’t think we'll 
move a running back,” Dubose said. 

Dubose said, “Our goal in the spring is to 
make sure we've got the right people at the 
right places, that we put in as much of our 
offense, defense and kicking game as we 
can, and that we develop mental and physi- 
cal toughness.” 


ubose will be able to start spring 
Dim with a large number of let- 

termen. A total of 78 players earned 
letters last fall with 29 of them seniors. 

The 1996 seniors Dubose will not haye are 
place-kicker Jon Brock, linebacker Tyrell 
Buckner, wide receiver Michael Cassady, 
center John Causey, snapper Jackson Cook, 
linebacker Rance Crutchfield, linebacker 
Fernando Davis, offensive tackle Pete 
DiMario, defensive end Anthony Dowdell, 
linebacker Lamont Floyd, tight end Patrick 
Hape, strong safety Kevin Jackson, fullback 
Billy Leland, snapper Chester Lewis, defen- 
sive end Kelvin Moore, offensive guard 
Jeremy Pennington, defensive tackle Ozell 
Powell, strong safety Jeremy Pruitt, corner- 
back Marlon Reyes, safety Cedric Samuel, 
linebacker Chris Seibert, linebacker Ralph 
Staten, punter Hayden Stockton, linebacker 
John Tanks, kickoff man William Watts, 
wide receiver Marcell West, offensive guard 
Laron White, fullback Jeff Whitten, and 
Darrell Blackburn, the defensive end who 
was unable to play his senior year, One ju- 
nior letterman, linebacker Dwayne Rudd, is 
a 30th player who will not return, 

Returning lettermen are running back 
Curtis Alexander, running back Shaun 
Alexander, wide receiver Tim Bowens, cor- 
nerback Fernando Bryant, wide receiver 
Shamari Buchanan, defensive tackle Jamie 
Carter, strong safety Travis Crim, place-kick- 
er Brian Cunningham, linebacker Chris 
Edwards, cornerback Mike Feagin, quarter- 
back Warren Foust, offensive guard Will 
Friend, wide receiver Chad Goss, defensive 
end Reggie Grimes. wide receiver Calvin 
Hall, defensive end Steven Harris. corner- 
back Thomas Hill, offensive tackle Joel 
Holliday, defensive end Chris Hood, offen- 
sive tackle Chris Jordan. defensive tackle 
Eric Kerley, quarterback Freddie Kitchens, 
running back Montoya Madden, offensive 
tackle Jason McDonald, offensive guard 
Brenon Meadows, offensive guard Michael 
Moore, defensive tackle Michael Myers, de- 
fensive tackle Heath Panks, quarterback 
John David Phillips, middle linebacker Paul 
Pickett, center Michael Ray, running back 
Dennis Riddle, tight end Rod Rutledge, of- 
fensive tackle Chris Samuels, fullback Ed 
Scissum, strong safety Andre Short, safety 
Kelvin Sigler, linebacker Tito Smith, fullback 
Trevis Smith, offensive tackle Safe Spree, 
safety Steven Stanley, cornerback Deshea 
Townsend, quarterback Lance Tucker, wide 
receiver Michael Vaughn, tight end Clint 
Waggoner, linebacker Granison Wagstaff, 
defensive end Ed Walker, and cornerback 
Owen Winston. 
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Bob Bockrath Busy: 


Facilities, Schedules Get Attention 


by Kirk McNair 


Stadium expansion ahead of schedule; to open in 1998 


ob Bockrath, Alabama's athletics 
Bites: has plenty on his plate. 

However, one item remaining to 
be finished doesn't have as much to do 
with his hectic schedule as it does that 
of new Head Football Coach Mike 
Dubose, who has had recruiting as top 
priority since assuming duties January 2. 
Dubose has yet to sign a contract. 
However, Bockrath said, “When we get it 
done, it will be a five-year contract.” 

The most visible sign of activity is 
Alabama athletics facilities, notably 
work under way to add an upper deck 
on the East side of Bryant-Denny 
Stadium. Bockrath said the contract calls 
for the stadium addition to be completed 
in the summer of 1998, but that work 
has progressed rapidly and the projected 
completion date is now expected to be in 
the spring of 1998. 

The addition of 11,752 seats will bring 
capacity of Bryant-Denny Stadium to ap- 
proximately 82,000 when the expansion 
is completed. Much of the interest in the 
expansion is on the sky boxes. There 
will be a total of 81 sky boxes: 18 with 
24 seats and 63 with 16 seats, totaling 
1,440 seats. All 18 of the larger sky 
boxes and 18 of the smaller ones will be 
on the lower level. The upper level will 
have 45 16-seat sky boxes. All of the sky 
boxes will be state of the art, and include 
a private rest room. 

On the first level beneath the lower 
sky boxes will be an area of 176 desig- 
nated handicap seats (plus 176 seats for 
accompanying persons). On each end of 
the handicap areas will be seating for 
360. 

The addition will include an upper 
level with 9,600 seats, including 52 seats 
for handicapped and an additional 52 
seats for accompanying attendants. 

Four elevators will service the sky 
boxes and handicap areas. 

A scholarship room and an A-Club 
Room will be available for various 
events, including a meeting area for for- 
mer Alabama players on game days. The 
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room will be utilized year-round by The 
University for various functions. 

Marketing details for the additional 
seats and sky boxes will be announced 
later. 


he expansion of the stadium will 

{ increase pressure to move all 
Alabama home games to 
Tuscaloosa. However, The University is 
currently honoring a contract with the 
City of Birmingham to play three home 
games (including the Tennessee and 
Auburn games when Bama is the home 


Bob Bockrath 
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$11.95. INCLUDES SHIPPING CHARGES! 


To order, call: 1-800-950-3553 
Manufactured and distributed by Awards Unlimited, Lincoln, NE 


fe Se : 
team) per year in Birmingham's Legion 
Field. That contract extends into early in 
the next decade, but there have been nu- 
merous examples cited of the City of 
Birmingham violating the terms of the 
contract. 

“Between now and 1998, things could 
change,” Bockrath said. “Scheduling is 
now on a shorter time frame than in the 
past when you were 10 or so years out. 
That's partly because of new conference 
configurations, partly because of televi- 
sion.” 

He said that for now, Bama policy on 
games in Tuscaloosa is “As many as we 
can.” 

Bockrath is working on future sched- 
ules. Among others, he is negotiating for 
a future contract with Penn State that’s 
“looking better.” Bockrath has heard 
what a wonderful series that was. Bama 
and Penn State played 10 regular season 
games, 1981-90, nine of them selected 
for national television. 

“We're negotiating with some teams 
our fans will be pleased with,” he said. 
“Obviously, Alabama fans would like to 
have teams like Notre Dame and 
Southern Cal on the schedule.” 

Meanwhile, the “name” teams on fu- 
ture Tide schedules are BYU in 1998 and 
UCLA in 2000 and 2001. Southern Miss, 
East Carolina, Louisiana Tech and 
Central Florida are other non-conference 
teams already scheduled over the next 
four years after 1997. 


nother visible sign of activity 

around the athletics department 

is the new metal fence that has 
been erected in the outfield of Sewell- 
Thomas Baseball Stadium. 

Bockrath has hired an architectural 
firm that specializes in athletics facilities 
to examine current facilities and make 
recommendations. The firm will create 
both five-year and 10-year master plans. 
“L think that’s pretty exciting, and so do 
our coaches, because it will give us a 
blue print to work with as we plan to 
renovate and add facilities,” Bockrath 
said. The plan will include diverse areas, 
from such things as a women’s softball 
stadium to lockerrooms for existing 
sports and even [football parking. 

Bockrath also said that Alabama would 
once again bid to be an NCAA Regional 
site for this year’s baseball champi- 
onships. Last year the Tide hosted a re- 
gional that was successful from every 
standpoint (including Alabama winning 
the event to make it to the College 
World Series). A team must qualify for a 
regional in order to serve as host. 
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Work is ahead of schedule on an addition to Bryant-Denny Stadium. It is extimated the new upper 
deck will be in place by spring of 1998. The addition, which will include 81 sky boxes, will raise ca- 
pacity at Bryant-Denny to approximately 82,000. The increased capacity probably moves closer the 
time when all Crimson Tide home football games are played in Tuscaloosa. Barry Fikes Photo 
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The Staff: 


a SS eee | 
Familiarity Should Breed Success 


by Kirk McNair 


Dubose brings in new assistant coaches who have been a part of winning at Alabama 


amiliarity may breed contempt 
oe some, but those who have 
become familiar with football suc- 
cess through their association with 


Alabama are welcome in the Crimson 
Tide fold. That is part of the reason Mike 
Dubose has been greeted so warmly as 
new Bama head football coach and proba- 


After serving under Paul Bryant at Alabama as a relatively young coach, Bruce Arians has gone on to 
be a head coach and an offensive coordinator and has worked in both college and in the National 
Football League. He will coach quarterbacks and serve as offensive coordinator in his second stint at 


Alabama. 
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bly why he made only a few changes in a 
successful coaching staff. Additionally, to 
fill the gaps in the staff, Dubose didn’t 
hesitate to go after men with a Bama 
background. 

Dubose added three men to his coach- 
ing staff, two of whom had previously 
coached with the Crimson Tide, one who 
had played at Bama. Additionally, all have 
experience as coordinators and two are 
former college head coaches. 

Former Alabama assistants brought 
back are Bruce Arians as quarterbacks 
coach and offensive coordinator and Ellis 
Johnson as defensive line coach and de- 
fensive coordinator. Former Tide player 
Neil Callaway was brought on board to 
coach the offensive line. 

The new lineup of coaches under 
Dubose has Arians heading up the offense 
with Woody McCorvey serving as assis- 
tant head coach and wide receivers coach; 
Callaway the offensive line; Ivy Williams 
running backs; and Dabo Swinney tight 
ends. 

On defense Johnson will be the coordi- 
nator and defensive line coach with Jeff 
Rouzie continuing as linebackers coach 
and Curley Hallman continuing as sec- 
ondary coach. 

Danny Pearman, who formerly coached 
offensive tackles, will handle special 
teams and also serve as an assistant on the 
defensive side. 

Under NCAA rules, a team is limited to 
a head coach and nine assistant coaches. 
Only the coaches may recruit and/or serve 
as recruiting coordinator. For the past few 
years, Randy Ross has been listed as an 
assistant coach in order that he could be 
the recruiting coordinator. Dubose did 
not designate any of his assistant coaches 
as recruiting coordinator (and is not re- 
quired to make that designation), but did 
announce that Ross would serve as direc- 
tor of football operations. 

Bama’s three vacancies were made possi- 
ble by the elevation of Ross, the retire- 
ment of Head Coach Gene Stallings and 
elevation of Dubose from assistant to 
head coach, and the retirement of Jimmy 
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Fuller, who had coached on the offensive 
line for the past 14 years. 

Dubose was unusually frank in an in- 
formal meeting with reporters regarding 
his selections. He said he had only one 
person in mind to take his place on the 
defensive staff, Ellis Johnson, and only 
one in mind to handle the offensive line, 
Neil Callaway. However, he said he had 
four names he considered for offensive 
coordinator and quarterbacks coach. He 
said he first approached Tennessee's David 
Cutcliffe (an Alabama alumnus). “When 
that didn’t work out,” Dubose said, 
“Bruce was my next choice.” He said he 
also had former Alabama players Mike 
Riley, who recently moved from offensive 
coordinator at Southern Cal to head 
coach at Oregon State, and Mike Shula, 
offensive coordinator and quarterbacks 
coach at Tampa Bay, on his list. 

“I am certainly happy that the staff is 
now in place,” Dubose said. “I feel we 
have a top-flight staff that will work ex- 
tremely hard to compete for the 
Southeastern Conference and national 
championships year-in and year-out.” 

The addition of the three says some- 
thing about the draw of Alabama, but also 
something about Dubose. All three new 
coaches had job security and wouldn't 
have joined the Bama staff without a be- 
lief that Dubose will be successful. 


f the three new coaches, there is 

no question that most interest fell 

on who would be offensive coordi- 
nator and quarterbacks coach. The mind- 
set of so many Alabama fans, fueled in 
great part by talk radio conversation, is to 
“open up” the offense, and, frankly, Bruce 
Arians is not exactly what those fans had 
expected from Dubose. Indeed, those who 
had been around Alabama football 15 
years ago when Arians first coached at 
Bama under Paul Bryant, were somewhat 
taken aback by negative comments about 
Arians. Those Bama cohorts from 1981- 
82, remember Arians as an exceptional 
coach and football strategist. 

And Arians certainly didn’t make any 
“West Coast offense” or such promises. 
He said he would be flexible, but that the 
flexibility would be based on personnel. 
“My philosophy is really simple,” Arians 
said. “You play to your strengths. The sys- 
tem we will install will be a very flexible 
system. If the strength of our team ap- 
pears to be the quarterbacks and wide re- 
ceivers, then we'll throw. You always start 
with your quarterback and try to build 
around his strengths. They you look at 
your offensive line. 

“It's easy to say you're going to come 
out and spread it out and do this and do 
that in the passing game, but if you don’t 
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Ellis Johnson has coached defenses that have ranked among the nation’s best, including being a part of 
the Crimson Tide coaching staff that won the 1992 national championship. He returns to Bama from 


having been defensive coordinator at Clemson. 


have a quarterback and an offensive line, 
then all that will get you is interceptions 
and sacks.” 

Arians added, “You can’t be one-dimen- 
sional at this level. We will run and throw. 
Florida doesn’t live by the pass alone. 
They're always in the top three or four 
rushing teams in the SEC.” 

Arians said he had been asked what of- 
fense he would run. “I said we're going to 
run Alabama's offense,” Arians said. “It’s 
our offense, not my offense. I left my ego 
behind a long time ago. I know the backs 
here are good. I know the receivers are 
good. | think we have enough athletic 
linemen, and Neil will do a great job with 
those guys. I’m anxious to look at the 
quarterbacks, although I know a little 
about them from recruiting most of them 
(when he was an assistant coach at 
Mississippi State).” 


Barry Fikes Photo 


Arians came to Alabama from the New 
Orleans Saints of the National Football 
League, where he served as quarterbacks 
coach the last half of the season. The 
Saints are making a head coaching change 
this year and Arians anticipated a job 
change. He had expected that move to be 
to another NFL team, and was pleased 
when the Alabama offer came. 

“I wanted to coach somewhere where 
we had a chance to win,” he said, and 
added, “I enjoy working with this age 
level, especially quarterbacks. I enjoy see- 
ing them develop.” 

Arians, 44, was a four-year letterman at 
quarterback for Virginia Tech (where he 
was also a member of the national leader- 
ship honorary, ODK), graduating in 1974. 
He was his team’s most valuable player as 
a senior. 

He spent two years as a graduate assis- 
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Neil Callaway spent a dozen years in the enemy camp, developing All-SEC offensive linemen at 
Auburn. The former Alabama player (and teammate and roommate of Mike Dubose) has an impressive 


background in college coaching. 


tant for the Hokies before being named a 
full-time assistant by Jimmy Sharpe (who 
had gone from being an assistant at 
Alabama to head coach at Virginia Tech) 
in 1977. He was receivers and running 
backs coach at Mississippi State for the 
next three seasons before Paul Bryant 
called and offered him the position of 
running backs coach at Alabama. He 
coached on Bryant's last two Alabama 
teams, squads that went 17-6-1 and won 
an SEC title. 

Arians became head coach at Temple in 
1983. Although he was dismissed at the 
end of the 1988 season, his tenure there 
was the most successful of any coach in 
modern Temple football history. He 
worked in the NFL at Kansas City for 
four years before going to Mississippi 
State, where he was quarterbacks coach 
and offensive coordinator, 1993-95. 
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Arians is married to the former Chris 
Allen and they have two children, son 
Jake (a kicker at UAB) and daughter 
Kristi. 


llis Johnson brings a number of 
things to Alabama, including a 1992 
national championship ring. 
Johnson was a member of the Bama 
coaching staff from 1990-93, tutoring 
outside linebackers when the Tide was 
primarily a 3-4 defensive unit. After his 
departure, Alabama changed to a 4-3 team 
with only one linebackers coach (Rouzie). 
In both schemes, Alabama has consistent- 
ly ranked among the nation’s best defen- 
sive teams, and neither Dubose nor 
Johnson anticipates a change in that suc- 
cess. 
Johnson left Bama to coach linebackers 
at Clemson. He also coached the defen- 


sive line and in 1996 served as defensive 
coordinator, During his tenure Clemson 
was ranked among the nation’s top teams 
in scoring defense, passing defensive and 
rushing defense. The Tigers ranked 
among the nation’s top ten defensive 
teams in 1995, but got off to a bad start in 
1996 before finishing strong. Clemson 
lost to LSU, 10-7, in the Peach Bowl, and 
Johnson resigned his post a couple of 
days later to accept the Alabama job. 

“I enjoyed my stay at Clemson,” he 
said, “but I am flattered to be coming 
back to Alabama. From a defensive stand- 
point, Alabama is the number one defen- 
sive coaching position in America.” 

In many respects, Johnson's earlier 
tenure at Alabama is remembered less for 
what he did on the football field than the 
horror that struck him personally. 
Following the 1992 national champi- 
onship season, Johnson was diagnosed 
with cancer. He under went chemothera- 
py, which occasionally meant taking time 
off from practice. However, he said the 
cancer is now in remission. 

“IT wish I could see into the future,” 
Johnson said. “If I could, 1 wouldn't have 
had to sell two houses, one in Tuscaloosa, 
and now one in Clemson.” 

Johnson, 45, was a three-year letterman 
at The Citadel and following his gradua- 
tion in 1975 served as a graduate assistant 
coach there. 

From The Citadel he went to Gaffney 
(South Carolina) High School as defen- 
sive coordinator, moved up to 
Spartanburg in that same capacity in 1979 
and became head coach at Spartanburg in 
1980, a position he held until returning to 
The Citadel as linebackers coach in 1982. 

In 1983 he was named head coach at 
Gardner-Webb. That NAIA team was 
ranked number one in its district. 

He later coached at Appalachian State 
and East Carolina, serving as linebackers 
coach, defensive coordinator and recruit- 
ing coordinator. In 1988 he was hired by 
Curley Hallman to be defensive coordina- 
tor at Southern Miss, and coached the 
Golden Eagles until joining Stallings at 
Alabama in 1990, 


t's reasonable to assume that Dubose 
knew what kind of man he was getting 
in Neil Callaway. They were Crimson 
Tide teammates and were roommates for 
one year, Dubose’s senior season and 
Callaway’s sophomore year at Alabama. 
Callaway’s appointment was no surprise 
in part because many expected him to 
join the Alabama staff a year earlier than 
he did. When Stallings had an opening in 
1995, many speculated that he would se- 
lect Callaway. That speculation was fueled 
by Callaway occasionally being spotted 
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around The University, but that was be- 
cause his wife, Karen, is a native of 
Tuscaloosa. (They are parents of Clay, 
Kate and Russ.) 

Callaway’s resignation at the University 
of Houston to come to Alabama was an- 
nounced long before his appointment was 
made public. Following Houston's Liberty 
Bowl game, Callaway went from Memphis 
to Tuscaloosa. “I am excited to be able to 
come back to Alabama,” Callaway said. “I 
have known Mike for a long time. There 
is no place like Alabama, and | look for- 
ward to getting to work.” 

Callaway, a 1978 Alabama graduate, had 
been at Houston four years. In addition to 
being the offensive line coach he was as- 
sistant head coach and offensive coordi- 
nator. In his four years at Houston, the 
Cougars’ offensive line allowed an aver- 
age of only 19.5 sacks per season, includ- 
ing only 10 (on nearly 400 pass plays) in 
1996. Houston won Conference USA's 
first championship last season with a 7-5 
record. 

Many believe that Callaway has long 
had his eye on coaching at his alma 
mater, and his playing career is a testimo- 
ny to his tenacity for achievement. A na- 
tive of Macon, Georgia, he was a three- 
year letterman for Bryant (1975-77), de- 
spite injuries that would have ended the 


careers of many players. He was expected 
to be a starting offensive tackle in 1974, 
but missed the entire season when he sul- 
fered a broken leg in pre-season practice. 
In 1975 he was a defensive tackle, back- 
ing up Dubose. In 1976 he moved to 
linebacker, but suffered a broken jaw, 
which kept him out for another season. In 
1977 he moved into a starting job at of- 
fensive tackle on a team that went 11-1 
and just missed winning the national 
championship. 

Following his senior season, Callaway 
went to East Carolina with Pat Dye, who 
had departed Bama to become head coach 
for the Pirates, He served as a graduate as- 
sistant for one year, then left with Dye for 
Wyoming, where he served two years as 
offensive line coach. In 1981 he went 
with Dye to Auburn, where he was coach 
of a strong offensive line for 12 years. 
When Dye was replaced at Auburn, 
Callaway first accepted a job under 
Hallman at LSU, but at the end of spring 
training he accepted Houston's offer to 
coach quarterbacks. 

During his tenure at Auburn, Callaway 
tutored three first team All-America picks 
and 14 All-SEC selections, He had two 
first team All-Southwest Conference of- 
fensive linemen at Houston, one a first 
round NEL draft choice. 
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Baseball Outlook: 


Wells’ Team 
Has Tough 
Act To Follow 


by John Barnes 


As Is usually the case, 
pitching is key for Bama 


ost coaches, regardless of the sport, 
Me to avoid discussing the past. Jim 

Wells, however, relishes it. Entering 
his third season as Alabama's head baseball 
coach, Wells recalls the Tide’s 1996 cam- 
paign with pride and a tremendous sense of 
accomplishment. Why not? It was a season 
Tide supporters won't soon forget. 

¢ A 50-win season. 

¢ Shattered attendance records. 

¢ A Southeastern Conference champi- 
onship. 

¢ A trip to the College World Series. 

hat could be better? “Winning it all,” 
said Wells. 

Wells sees absolutely no problem with dis- 
cussing last season. “It's not something we 
dwell on,” he said. “It was a great group 
who went out and accomplished a goal they 
had set for themselves very early on. 
Reaching the College World Series is our 
goal every year. Some years, it may be a little 
more realistic than others, but it gives the 
kids something to shoot for. You look at last 
season and we had some great leaders on 
that team, guys like Dax Norris and Chris 
Moller. They had their minds made up that 
they were going to Omaha and it kept the 
other guys more focused.” 

Indeed, it was a talented, veteran team. 
Posting a 50-19 record, good for the most 
wins in school history, Bama continued to 
astound, winning seven of its last nine SEC 
games en route to the conference regular- 
season and tournament championships. By 
season's end, the Tide was ranked number 
one in the country and headed into Omaha 
as the number one seed in the College 
World Series. Although stiffer competition 
ultimately doomed the Tide, few would 


Joe Caruso elected to pass up professional base- 
ball and return to Alabama for his senior sea- 
son. The second baseman was selected for nu- 
merous honors last year and could end his ca- 
reer with the Bama record for base hits. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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Although there has been much talk of the players lost from last year’s excellent Alabama baseball team, the Crimson Tide has solid, experienced players on 


the 1997 edition, including (left to right) outfielder David Tidwell, infielder Nate Duncan and outfielder Dustan Mohr. 


argue that it was the most successful season 
in school history, Although Alabama's 1983 
squad finished second at the CWS, as op- 
posed to the 1996 team’s tie for fifth, there is 
little doubt that Wells’ group will go down 
as the standard bearer for all future Tide 
teams. 

“I’m sure that, for many years to come, 
we'll be compared to that team,” said Wells. 
“I guess that can be good or bad, depending 
on how you look at it. It raises expectations, 
but also gives us something to strive for. 
There was such a tremendous amount of de- 
sire on their part and that’s a rare thing.” 


n paper, it appears that Wells’ 1997 
squad will be hard-pressed to match 
the accomplishments of last year’s 
team. Hit hard by graduation and the draft, 
Bama will field a young, inexperienced 
team. As the sports adage goes, however, 
games aren't played on paper. Wells refuses 
to concede that his 1997 bunch will strug- 
gle. “We've got a good nucleus of experi- 
enced position players coming back,” he 
said. “I feel like we'll be a pretty good hit- 
ting team, but pitching is a big question 
mark, We've only got a couple guys with 
any conference experience. How far we can 
bring the inexperienced guys along will de- 
termine how competitive we are this year.” 
Wells’ ability to take untested players and 
turn them into all-conference performers is 
well-documented. This season, however, 
may prove to be Wells’ biggest challenge yet. 
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Gone are All-SEC performers Dax Norris 
and Chris Moller, Bama’s unofficial captains 
and team motivators. Shortstop Brett Taft 
and pitchers Joel Colgrove and Tim Young 
have all finished their eligibility and moved 
on to careers in professional baseball. 

What hurts is the large number of juniors 
who chose to forego their final year of eligi- 
bility and enter the draft. Pitchers Skip 
Ames and Byron Tribe, outfielder/pitcher 
Corey Spiers and outfielder Doug Hall have 
all signed pro contracts. The lone exception 
is second baseman Joe Caruso. Drafted in 
the 19th round by the Oakland Athletics, 
Caruso has chosen to stay, much to Wells’ 
delight. 

“Joe coming back is a big plus,” said 
Wells. “He is the most experienced in the 
group of returning position players.” 

The 1996 Golden Spikes Award nominee 
will anchor the Tide defense at second base. 
Hitting .367 with a team-leading 14 home 
runs and 63 runs batted in, Caruso was 
named Most Valuable Player at the SEC 
Tournament. In addition, he was named to 
the South Regional NCAA All-Tournament 
Team and third-team All-America. Caruso 
currently ranks fourth among Alabama's ca- 
reer leaders in hits with 211, leaving him 
just 57 short of the record 268 held by 
David Magadan. After pounding out 102 hits 
in 1996, Caruso seems destined to finish his 
career as the Tide’s all-time leader. 

Joining Caruso is a good mix of experi- 
enced position players and some talented 


. 
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newcomers. 

At first base, 1996 part-time starter Robbie 
Tucker (.288, 1 HR, 10 RBI) is the starter 
headed into the spring. Appearing in 44 
games last season, Tucker has the task of re- 
placing Chris Moller. Junior transfer David 
Mote and junior outfielder Dustan Mohr 
will provide depth at the position. 

Senior Nate Duncan (.241, 2 HR, 21 RBI) 
moves to shortstop from third where he 
started 54 games in 1996. Regarded as the 
most improved hitter on the Tide team last 
year, Duncan will be called upon for his 
glove this season. Senior Heath Davis, who 
hit .333 in limited duty last season, will pro- 
vide back-up help at both middle infield po- 
sitions, 

At third base, Sophomore Andy Phillips 
(.238, 3 HR, 13 RBI) appears to have the 
edge on true freshman Dan Chavers. Both, 
however, should get considerable playing 
time. Look for Chavers to see some time at 
shortstop as well. 

Behind the plate, newcomer Matt Frick, a 
junior transfer, emerged from [all practice as 
the starter. Locked in battle for the number 
two spot at catcher are junior transfer Matt 
Greer and true freshman Jayson Cox. 

“We've got a chance to have a pretty solid 
infield,” said Wells. “You really can’t replace 
guys like Norris, Moller and Taft, but we've 
got some guys with experience. “ 

In the outfield, Bama will return a veteran 
group. Senior David Tidwell and juniors 
Dustan Mohr and Drew Bounds, all starters 
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in 1996, will see the majority of playing 
time. 

In left field, Bounds (.316, LHR, 27 RBI) 
had an excellent fall and should be the 
starter. 

Center field presents a more clouded pic- 
ture. Tidwell (.310, 5 HR, 30 RBI) has the 
speed and agility coaches look for in a cen- 
ter fielder. However, junior transfer Roberto 
Vaz brings power to the position. Named the 
Most Valuable Player at the Junior College 
World Series where he hit .565 with four 
homers in four games, Vaz had an outstand- 
ing fall at the plate and possesses an excel- 
lent arm. Both should see time in center, 
with Tidwell also backing up in left. 

In right field, Mohr is cemented as the 
starter. In 1996, the All-SEC performer hit 
306 with 10 homers and 55 RBI. He was 
also selected to the SEC All-Tournament 
Team. Junior transfer Mark Peer will see 
time as Mohr’s back-up. 

In addition, senior Brandon Watson had a 
good fall at the plate and is penciled in as 
the Tide's designated hitter. 


he fortunes of this Tide team may rest 
on the shoulders of a very young, in- 
experienced pitching staff. Bama re- 


turns only three pitchers with game experi- 
ence. 

Anchoring the staff will be senior Andy 
Bernard. Posting a 6-3 record with a 2.65 
earned run average last year. Bernard 
notched two complete-game victories in the 
post season, one against Florida in the SEC 
Tournament and another against Stetson in 
the South Regional, where he took a perfect 
game into the seventh inning. Bernard will 
no doubt serve as the Tide’s number one 
conference hurler. 

Sophomore Manny Torres (5-1, 4.40 ERA) 
has perhaps the strongest arm on the team. 
In 57 innings of work, Torres struck out 61, 
but also gave up 58 hits, a number that real- 
istically needs to be cut in half if he is to be 
effective. 

The biggest question mark on the Tide 
staff would have to be senior Chris Eilers (5- 
5, 4.73 ERA). Beset with injuries last season, 
the three-year letterman is looking to 
bounce back from off-season shoulder 
surgery. Although Eilers has yet to regain the 
velocity necessary to be effective, Wells is 
hopeful he can come back and join the con- 
ference rotation. 

The remainder of the Tide staff is com- 
prised of newcomers, junior college trans- 
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fers and redshirt freshmen. Right-handers 
Pete Fisher and Heath Henderson, both 
transfers, appear to have a leg up on the re- 
mainder of the staff for the coveted weekend 
rotation. 

Other hurlers who should see middle-of- 
the-week duty include Michael Daniel, 
Jarrod Kingery, Tripp Baldwin and Matt 
Bernard. 

As of now, Wells has yet to settle on a clos- 
er. Roberto Vaz is a candidate, solely on the 
strength of his arm, but it remains to be seen 
who will get the nod. 


labama’s 1997 schedule features 36 
Aen dates including non-conference 

foes Michigan, Illinois and South 
Alabama. SEC home dates include Georgia, 
Vanderbilt, Kentucky, Arkansas and LSU, 
who will make their first trip to Tuscaloosa 
since 1994. 

The Tide will forego its traditional early- 
season trip to the state of Florida and play 
19 straight home games to open the season, 
which begins February 14 against Marshall. 

A few new improvements are in store for 
fans entering Sewell-Thomas Stadium, in- 
cluding construction of a 10-foot wall in the 
outfield and a state-of-the-art sound system. 
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Tennis Outlook: 


at 


Tide Rates To Be Competitive 


by Eunice Elliott 


Both men’s and women’s teams have national rankings and high hopes for 1997 


he University of Alabama’s tradition of 
“Lees is not limited to the football 

field. Several of The University’s 
teams are regarded as powerhouses in the 
world of collegiate athletics. 

The men’s and women’s tennis teams are 
no exception as they approach the spring 
season with optimism and enthusiasm. Both 
the coaches and the players realize this will 
be a year full of high expectations as both 
teams look forward to the return of last 
year’s talented freshmen. 

The Tide’s women’s team welcomes back 


last year’s heralded freshman, Baili Camino, 
who finished the season at number 33 in the 
Intercollegiate Tennis Association rankings, 
becoming the highest ranked freshman in 
the history of the program. 

“Last season was pretty good,” Camino 
said. “We were a young team last year and I 
think we'll do better this season because we 
have more experience.” 

If last year is any indication, this year 
should be a successful one for the Tide as 
sophomores Jill Breslin and Amanda 
Ballinger join last year’s Most Valuable 


Player, Camino, in Alabama's 1997 spring 
campaign. 

Seniors Allison Eager and Cantillon 
Brasington look forward to ending their col- 
lege careers on a high note. 

“I hope that I can be a leader for others by 
my experience,” Brasington said. “I think 
this year is going to be a really, really good 
year.” 

Eager echoed many of Brasington’s senti- 
ments. 

“I'm really pumped up this year,” Eager 
said. “I’m going to go out and have as much 


Led by Rashid Hassam (left) the Alabama men’s team finished fall competition ranked 28th in the nation. Baili Camino was rated 33rd in the nation last year 
as a freshman and she should star for the Bama women this year. 
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ust as the 1997 season was to begin, it was announced that after 
three highly-successful years as head coach of the Alabama 
women’s tennis team, Jim Tressler was resigning to accept a pos 
tion with Nike, Inc. 

Former Crimson Tide player and current assistant coach Michelle 
Morton was named to serve as interim head coach for the remainder 
of the season, 

“We enjoyed the opportunity we had at Alabama and appreciate all 
the support The University and the community gaye us while we were 
here,” Tressler said. He also said he was grateful to former Alabama 
Athletics Director Hootie Ingram and former Associate Athletics 
Director Don Gambril for the opportunity to be a head coach. 

Tressler led Alabama to a program-high rating of 10th in the 
Intercollegiate Tennis Association rankings. Each of his three squads 
finished the season in the top 35 with the 1995 squad finishing at 
number 20. 


Women’s Tennis Coach Jim Tressler Resigns As Season Begins 


Under Tressler’s tutelage, three Crimson Tide players earned All- 
Southeastern Conference recognition, including Hilde Otterman, who 
earned that distinction twice in doubles and once in singles. Tressler' 
coached Otterman to the highest individual ranking an Alabama’ 
woman has achieved when she was rated number 20 during the 1995 
season. Marouschka van Dijk earned All-SEC doubles accolades twice 
during her career, while last season Baili Camino earned AII-SEC in 
singles. 

Additionally, Tressler's 1995 team earned the athletic department's 
academic award given to the squad with the highest cumulative grade 
point average. During his tenure, 11 Bama players earned Academic 
All-SEC recognition. 

Before being named Alabama’s head coach prior to the 1994 season, 
Tressler spent three seasons as an assistant at Florida and the Gators 
won three SEC championships and the 1992 national championship 
in his tenure. 


fun as I can and play the best that I can. | def- 
initely want to end my career here on a good 
note.” 

The Tide is also looking forward to seeing 
two new players in action. Junior college 
transfer Tania Fabiani and freshman 
Dominique Glinzler join this year’s squad. 
Fabiani played for Carola Frank at Central 
Alabama and was 1995 Player of the Year. 
Glinzler, a native of South Africa, played 
Continental Cup for South Africa in 1995 


in Hassan who is at 43. 

Rivé spent most of the year recruiting. The 
result was a mix of several players from the 
international recruiting pool. 

“Right now with the talent pool that’s out 
there, you can’t recruit heavy on the 
Americans and compete against the SEC,” 
Rivé said. “You have to bring in some interna- 
tional guys. Their level of competition is so 
much higher right now than the American 
level of competition that you feel your hand 


is forced to dip into that international pool at 
limes.” 

Regardless of where he found this year’s 
newcomers, Rivé and the team look forward 
to another successful season that will see 
them in NCAA post-season play, something 
Tide teams accomplished in 1989, 1990, 
1993, and 1996. 

“1 feel like we should always be in postsea- 
son play. My expectations are always high,” 
Rivé said. 


and earned high honors in both tennis and 
academics. 

Interim Head Coach, Michelle Morton is 
especially looking forward to the spring. 

“We're still young, but we have a very tal- 
ented team,” Morton said. “They are very ex- 
cited about getting started this season and 
proving that they are worthy to be in the 
NCAA Regionals and go beyond that.” 

Morton has been with the tennis program 
for a decade, first as a player then a graduate 
assistant coach, and now, since the resigna- 
tion of Jim Tressler, interim head coach. 

“It's every coach’s dream to coach at the 
school you attended,” Morton said, “We'll 
miss Jim a lot, but his influence will still be 
felt on the team,” 


n the men’s side, the kings of the 

courts are ready for action as they see 

the return of Karim Zaher and Alin 
Taranga, the 1996 Southeastern Conference 
Coaches’ Indoor B Flight Doubles 
Champions, Senior Rashid Hassan also found 
success on the court with Taranga. The two 
made the Rolex Collegiate national doubles 
rankings last March and ended the season 
with a record of 22-9. 

In his third season with the Tide, Coach 
Joey Rivé sees the return of five players from 
the 1996 squad, including junior Chris 
Lopez, sophomore Ariel Rivero, freshmen 
Mason Snider and Greg Thompson and new- 
comer Francisco Rodriquez. The Tide also 
adds a new assistant coach, Geoff Young, who 
joins the Tide after a successful playing ca- 
reer at Northwestern, 

In the Fall Rolex Collegiate Rankings, the 
Crimson Tide was ranked 28th in the nation. 
Alabama also has one ranked singles player 
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Outdoor Track & Field Outlook: 
pe a ee et me 


Tide Aims For Championship Meets 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Men strong in distance 
events, while sprints are 
strength for young women 


eturning All-America Mats Nilsson 
R= a talented group of middle dis- 

tance and distance runners will form 
the core of the Alabama men’s outdoor 
track and field team, while the strength of 
the Crimson Tide’s women’s team should 
be in the sprints. The women’s team, 
though, may be a year or so away from 
making a mark in the Southeastern 
Conference. 

The men finished seventh outdoors in 
the Southeastern Conference last year and 
15th in the nation. “That shows you the 
strength of our conference, and we're cer- 


tainly expecting to move up significantly 
this year,” said Head Coach Doug 
Williamson, who has recorded eight top 
five finishes nationally in his 11 years at 
the helm of both teams. “The SEC is by far 
the most competitive conference in the 
country. If you’re competitive in the SEC 
meet, then you have a chance in the na- 
tional championship meet. If you're in the 
top three in the SEC, you certainly have an 
excellent chance in the national meet.” 

Nilsson, a sophomore javelin thrower 
from Sweden, is the Tide’s only individual 
defending SEC champion. Last season 
Nilsson, as a freshman, finished second in 
the nation. The top returning javelin 
thrower in the country, Nilsson’s best 
throw a year ago was 251-6. 

“Mats is a superb student who has an 
outstanding work ethic,” said Williamson. 
“I'd gladly take a whole team like this guy. 
He sets a wonderful example in terms of 
what kind of attitude he brings to practice 
each day and how he competes.” 


er Hilary Stiefelmeyer, discus thrower Elizabeth Aldrich and javelin thrower Mats Nilsson. 
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Nilsson’s older brother, Joakim, was a 
four-time All-America for the Tide. He fin- 
ished third in the country in the javelin. 

Williamson said the middle distance and 
distance runners, paced by a one-two 
punch of Faizal Emamaullee and Tim Broe, 
both cross country All-Americas, could be 
a strong group. Emamaullee, who was fifth 
in the SEC in the 10,000 meter run, sixth 
in the 5,000 meter run and 18th in the na- 
tion in cross country is, according to 
Williamson, “a proven entity.” Broe, a red- 
shirt freshman in track, will run the 5,000 
and compete in the steeplechase. “We fully 
expect that Broe will be able to place in 
two events,” said Williamson. The two lead 
a unit that was runner-up in cross country 
in the SEC, came in third in the district 
and 13th in the NCAA Cross Country 
Championship Meet in Tucson, Arizona. 

The women have only a few returning 
point makers from a team that finished 
seventh in the SEC last year. Hilary 
Stiefelmeyer, Tania Archer, Darriea Pigott 


ti 


Among the top returning performers for Coach Doug Williamson's Alabama track nd field teams are (left to right) distance runner Faizal Emamaullee, sprint- 
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and Shakita Turner form the nucleus ol 
what will be a very young squad. 
Stiefelmeyer was fourth indoors in the SEC 
in the 800 meters and eighth outdoors in 
the 400 meter hurdles. “Last year she flirt- 
ed with NCAA qualifying standards in the 
400-hurdlers,” said Williamson. 

Archer competes in the 200-meters, 
Pigott in the 100 and 200 meters and 
Turner, a high school All-America and a 
three-event state champion from 
Tennessee, in the 100, 200 and 400 meters. 
“Shakita is very good,” said Williamson. 
“She's a blue-chipper who was very highly 
recruited. We're depending on her. 

“We're very young and untested,” said 
Williamson. “We're also going to redshirt 
some of our key people so that we can be a 
more effective team in the future. We'll be 
a lot better in 1998 than we'll be in 1997.” 


ere is a look at some of the men 

who will form the nucleus of the 

Crimson Tide's 1997 outdoor track 
and field squad: 

Middle distance and distance: Besides 
Emamaullee and Broe, others in this area 
include seniors Sam Barall (third in SEC in 
3,000 steeplechase), Brian Hesson (sixth in 
SEC steeplechase) and Nick Middleton 
(fifth in the conference in the indoor mile, 
eighth in 800). “Our top five middle dis- 
tance and distance people are already 
point-scorers in the SEC and maybe can 
score at the national level,” said 
Williamson. “We have a fairly large num- 
ber of people who can score points here, 
the others possibly being John Williamson 
(3,000 steeplechase), Dean Fulmer (5,000) 
and Jody Spangler and Preston HII (both 
10,000). This is the strength of our team.” 
And, yes, John Williamson is the son of 
Coach Williamson. 

Sprints: David Bergdahl and Ken Fambro 
are the best of the hurdlers. Bergdahl was 
fourth in the SEC in the 400 hurdles as a 
sophomore “and Ken can run stride-for- 
stride with David,” Williamson said. “So we 
have two very strong entries in the 400 hur- 
dles. Both also run the 110 hurdles and 1 
believe both are capable of scoring in that 
event as well,” Williamson added. “Jasmin 
Alverson and Eric Gethers are freshmen 
hurdlers who show some promise. 

“We have some other young sprinters 
(Virgil Summers and Jeremy Henderson) 
who haven't been tested yet, but could 
help us in the relays,” said Williamson. 
“When we combine all of those sprinters, 
we're going to have 4x100 and 4x400 relay 
teams that are capable of scoring points.” 

Field events: In addition to Nilsson, an- 
other SEC point-scorer is senior hammer 
thrower Derek Diefendorf (8th in confer- 
ence), Williamson said potential point 
scorers include Derrick Jones (hammer 
throw and discus), Lee Goodloe (de- 
cathlon), Ryan Hunter (decathlon), Chris 
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Trawick (high jump) and Eric Hindy 
(hammer throw). 

“We're excited because our men are very 
young and have got the makings of a very 
fine team,” Williamson said. 


ere is a look at some of the women 

who will form the nucleus of the 

Crimson Tide's 1997 outdoor track 
and field squad: 

Sprints: Williamson feels he has a line 
supporting cast to back up Stiefelmeyer, 
Archer, Pigott and Turner. They are Keisha 
Grant, Kenyetta Grigsby, Deondra Parker, 
Robin Freeman, Tabitha White and Jessica 
Karnowski. “They are a very talented 
group of freshmen who should allow us to 
have some strong relay teams,” said 
Williamson. “Together they give us a pretty 
strong sprint group. This is definitely the 
strength of our women’s team. | really be- 
lieve that there is enough talent there for 
us to be a factor in the sprint relays, and | 
also see us as capable of getting our sprint 
relay teams to the NCAA meet.” 

Middle distance and distance: A key loss 

here was Donna Cargill, last year’s SEC 
800-meter champion who also placed 
fourth in the 1500. Besides losing Cargill, 
an injury will sideline Caroline Kerr for 
the season. Kerr, fifth in the conference in 
both the 800- and 1500-meter runs, will be 
redshirted. “That's eight points right there 
that we are redshirting,” said Williamson. 
“But when she comes back next year, she'll 
be better than fifth in both of those 
events,” Williamson said Desiree Ficker 
could score in the 800- and 1,500-meter 
runs and that he may have other potential 
scorers in Joanne Bolton (10,000), Carrie 
Garritson (sixth last year in the 10,000, 
though she may also redshirt this season) 
and Elizabeth Lopacki and Martha Hoelzer, 
both entered in the 1,500. 
Field Events: The top returning Tider in 
this area is Elizabeth Aldrich, a sophomore 
who was sixth in the SEC in the discus last 
year. “We believe she can also score in the 
hammer throw,” said Williamson, who also 
said that newcomer Mona Jonsson “should 
be one of the better javelin throwers in the 
conference. So we're looking for some 
points there,” Williamson also said that 
multi-event participant Allison Maddox is 
capable of scoring in the high jump and 
definitely can score in the seven-event hep- 
tathlon. 

Williamson points out that the track and 
field season runs from January 11 through 
June 7 (the Tide is in indoor competition 
through March 8). “Its a long season and 
we have a lot of competitions,” he said. “So 
our philosophy is to focus on our most im- 
portant competitions. For us, that’s the 
outdoor SEC Championship meet and the 
NCAA Championship meet. Everything 
else is really preparation for peak perfor- 
mances in those competitions.” 
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Football Recruiting: 


It Looks Like A Very Good Year 


by Kirk McNair 


Bama loading up on top 
senior football prospects 


s the February 5 signing day ap- 
Asics it appears Alabama has had 

an exceptional football recruiting ef- 
fort. Coaches everywhere will say you have 
to wait a few years to know for sure, but 
when the rankings of schools’ signing class- 
es are made, they will be based on which 
schools got the most players that major foot- 
ball powers wanted. Alabama will fare very 
well in that respect. Another criteria of suc- 
cess is how a school does in fillings its re- 
cruiting needs. 

Although it was believed Alabama would 
have only 24 scholarships this February, 
owing to the so-called “Bojo affair,” Bama 
took its one scholarship penalty on last 
year's class, when Bama came up one short 
on signees because of two players (tight end 
Gorman Thornton and defensive tackle 
Kenny Smith) being academically ineligible. 
So will Alabama sign 25 on February 5? 
Perhaps not. Guarding against the chance of 
one or more signees not being academically 
eligible this year, the Tide may go a scholar- 
ship or two above the 25 limit. There is no 
rule against signing more than 25 and sever- 
al Southeastern Conference schools have 
taken that chance over the years. The limit 
of 25 involves only the number that can be 
awarded scholarships and brought onto 
campus for pre-season football practice in 
August. 

As of 10 days to go before signing day, 
Alabama was within a handful of the 25 
limit on players who had committed to sign 
with the Crimson Tide. While it's true that a 
commitment is not binding, those almost al- 
ways hold up. The critical factor in the 
ranking for this recruiting class would be in 
how the staff of Coach Mike Dubose closed. 
There were no drop-downs on the final list 
of prospects for the few remaining spots, but 
the margin for error did not appear to be 
great. 

As is frequently the case in recruiting, 
there was a time a couple of weeks before 
signing date when it looked as if this might 
be the year Alabama did not have enough 
scholarships for all those who wanted to be 
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a part of the Crimson Tide. Indeed, there 
were reports of Alabama having to tell out- 
standing prospects there were no scholar- 
ships available for them. Two such prospects 
even went public with stories that they had 
been told prior to making official visits to 
the Alabama campus that Bama would not 
have scholarships for them. They were the 
Player of the Year in Tennessee, linebacker 
Austin Kemp of Brentwood Academy, and a 
center regarded as among the nation’s best, 
Kyle Young of Central, South Carolina. 


he best way to look at Alabama’ re- 
cruiting class is probably on a posi- 


tion-by-position basis, guessing al 
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what Bama wanted against what appears to 
be likely on signing day. 

The Tide appears to have missed out at 
quarterback. Bama is believed to have want- 
ed to sign one quarterback. Very early in the 
recruiting period the top prospect in 
Alabama, Jason Standridge, committed to 
Auburn (as expected since his parents are 
Auburn alumni) and then late in January the 
lop prospect in Mississippi, Romaro Miller 
of Shannon, who had narrowed his choices 
to Ole Miss and Bama selected the Rebels. 
There was street talk that Bama might yet 
snare a quarterback, but it wouldn't be in 
the signing period. Bobby Sabelhaus, a 6-6, 
235-pound quarterback from Maryland who 
signed with Florida two years ago, then left 
ihe Gators, has been in junior college. He 
could join Alabama in August, but he can- 
not sign another national letter-of-intent. 

Alabama has done very well at running 
back, where the Tide wanted up to three. 
The three who committed are all excellent: 
Shaun Bohanon, 6-2, 190, of Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee; Adam Cox, 6-1, 210, of Jasper 
Walker; and Antoneyo Williams, 6-1, 200, of 
Tuscaloosa Central. 

It is believed Bama wanted to sign one or 
two tight ends. As many as three of 
Alabama's commitments are considered tight 
end possibilities, but one of those commit- 
ments is not expected to be eligible and, 
possibly, not signed. Marlon Davis, 6-7, 235, 
of Dodge County High School in Eastman, 
Georgia, was announced as committing to 
Alabama, but reports said he was probably 
junior college bound. Two early commit- 
ments as defensive linemen, Shaun Draper, 
6-4, 265, of Huntsville Butler, and Kyle 
Yount, 6-4, 255, of Albertville, are also listed 
as tight end possibilities. Additionally, Kyle 
Kipps, 6-5, 245, of Lafayette (Louisiana) 
Comeaux was being reported as still decid- 
ing between Bama and LSU, 

Alabama was expected to get one or two 
wide receivers. Jason McAddley, 6-2, 180 
(and reportedly a 4.4 speedster) of Oak 
Ridge was announced as a commitment, and 
there were also unconfirmed reports Bama 
would land Quincey Jackson, 6-1, 190, of 
Brundidge by way of East Mississippi Junior 
College in Scooba. 

It was perhaps a bit of a surprise that the 
Tide went after a kicker, but Bama did re- 
ceive a commitment from the 6A all-state 
place-kicker from Florida, A.J. Diaz of 
Springs High School in Miami, He is also an 
excellent punter. 
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efensive back prospects were in high 
Dees and Alabama was able to 

get commitments [rom two true cor- 
nerbacks, Kecalf Bailey, 5-10, 175, of 
Tuscaloosa Central, and Chris Reier, 5-9, 
175, of Jacksonville (Florida) Bolles, and 
three safeties, Tony Dixon, 6-1, 195, of 
Reform Pickens County; Chris Horne, 6-1, 
205, of Washington County High School in 
Sandersville, Georgia; and Wayne Thomas, 
5-11, 190, of Dothan. 

Linebacker was another area of priority 
and the Tide had commitments from three 
and was rumored to be leading for a fourth. 
Committing to Bama were Travis Carroll, 6- 
4, 225, of Jacksonville Bolles; Carlton 
Person, 6-2, 240, of North Jackson High 
School in Stevenson; and Chris Wheeler, 6- 
1, 215, of Sylacauga B.B. Comer, 
Additionally, Alabama was thought to be the 
leader for prep All-America Jamal Reynolds, 
6-4, 225, of Aiken, South Carolina, who vis- 
ited Bama late in January and was then ex- 
pected to decide between the Tide, Florida 
and Florida State. 

With few exceptions, a recruiting class is 
judged by the quality of its linemen. 
Alabama has quality commitments from 
linemen, a few of whom may have been gen- 
erally listed as likely to play on one side of 
the ball, but who might end up on the other 
side. It is believed Alabama wanted to finish 
with at least eight linemen, but as of late in 
the recruiting season this was the area where 
Bama had to have a good finish. 

Only five had been committed: Michael 
Barfield, 6-4, 265, Dothan Northview (ex- 
pected to be offense); Will Cutberth, 6-6, 
330, Central High School of Fort Pierce, 
Florida (offense); Sam Matthews, 6-6, 265, 
Jacksonville Bolles (defense); Larry Paul, 6- 
3, 245, Moody (defense); and Carlos 
Stennis, 6-2, 286, Meridian, Mississippi 
(offense). 

Three Mississippians, including two of 
Stennis’s teammates, two Alabamians, and 
one player from Georgia were still consider- 
ing Alabama late in the recruiting period. 

From Meridian, Kenyatta Walker, 6-6, 275 
(offense), and Kenny Smith, 6-4, 285 (de- 
fense) were both thought to be deciding be- 
tween Bama and Florida, with Walker lean- 
ing to the Gators, Smith to the Crimson 
Tide. Also in Mississippi, a player many con- 
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Travis Carroll 


Adam Cox 


sider to be the top offensive line prospect in 
the nation, Terrence Metcalf, 6-4, 288, of 
Clarksdale, was thought to be down to Bama 
and Ole Miss. 

Tennessee was believed to be the top com- 
petition for two outstanding Alabama prep 
linemen, both projected as defensive play- 
ers. Fred Weary (who earned many honors 
as an offensive lineman), 6-2, 250 of 
Montgomery Lee, and Kenny Smith, 6-7, 
265 of North Jackson in Stevenson, were the 
late-deciding in-state prospects. Smith was 
signed by Alabama in 1996 after a tumul- 


Tony Dixon 


Shawn Draper 


tuous recruiting battle. After spending the 
past few months getting his academics situa- 
tion in order, he was expected to routinely 
re-sign with Bama this year, but elected to 
take official visits elsewhere and was ques- 
tionable for the Tide. 

Although there was a report that Shaun 
Williams, a 6-5, 260-pound lineman from 
Augusta (Georgia) Josey had committed to 
Bama, Williams still had at least one official 
visit to take (to South Carolina) before de- 
ciding, and was expected to pick between 
the Tide and the Gamecocks. 


New Signees From Near And Far 


for Alabama athletics. A new member of the Crimson Tide women’s swimming team is 


I is reasonably safe to say that Head Swimming Coach Chuck Horton has produced a first 


the first athlete recruited to The University from mainland China. 
Wei-Yue Nora Zhong of Gaungshou in the Chinese province of Guangdong entered 
Alabama in January. She will have three years of eligibility. 
yy Although she is expected to be a particular force in butterfly compe- 
: | tition, Zhong is also proficient in freestyle. Her best time in the 100- 
meter butterfly is :59.18, her best mark in the 50-meter [reestyle is 
:25.6, and her top 100-meter freestyle time :55.85. 
She was 1996 World Cup Short Course champion in both the 50- 
and 100-meter butterfly events.. She has also won gold medals in the 
World High School Student Sports Meet. Outside of sports, she was 
named one of the Ten Best Youth in her province, an award presented 
for all-around achievement. 
In China, she competed for the Er Sha Sports Center club team 
under Coach Ling-Ling Wu. Last year she trained with the China 


National Team, 
Wei-Yue Nora Zhong 9 


Her father is a doctor and her mother is a basketball coach. Nora, 


who has had two years of English study, is majoring in accounting, 


join the Crimson Tide next year. Freeman Fite and Wes Vance signed with Alabama 


G: Coach Dick Spybey has signed two players from the Alabama high school ranks to 


during the early signing period. 

“Once again we are pleased to announce the signing of two of the top players from our 
state,” Spybey said. “We have been very fortunate the last four or five years in securing the 
top players from the state. Both young men meet our team criteria in that both are wonder- 
ful student-athletes. Both excelled in the classroom as well as on the American Junior Golf 
Association Tour. Freeman won an AJGA event this summer and became an All-America on 
their tour while Wes had a second place finish.” 

Fite in the 1995 and 1996 ACC Junior Golf Champion. He is a senior at The Donoho 
School in Anniston. 

Vance is a senior at Gadsden High School. He helped his team win the 1996 sectional at 
Coosa Valley Country Club and won the 1996 Etowah County area high school tournament. 
He finished second at the 1994 state tournament. 

Both plan to major in business. 
The late signing period for non-fall sports, including basketball, begins April 9. 


SCORECARD 


Job Hunting 

Like a number of recent Alabama gradu- 
ates, Darrell Blackburn is now job hunting. 
Blackburn, expected to be an all-star candi- 
date in his senior season as a Crimson Tide 
defensive end, had to forego his final year of 
football because of a degenerating kidney. 

On January 8, Blackburn under went suc- 
cessful surgery to receive a kidney from his 
mother. The surgery was performed by Dr. 
Arnold G. Diethelm at UAB Hospital in 
Birmingham. Dr. Diethelm performed the 
first kidney transplant in Alabama in 1968 
and he is chief of the transplant program at 
UAB. UAB has led the nation in kidney 
transplants for the past seven years. In 1995, 
the most recent year for which figures are 
available, the hospital performed 301 such 
transplants. 

Blackburn, who earned his degree in crim- 
inal justice in December, was discharged 
from the hospital on January 15, a week 
after the surgery, but is still living in a hospi- 
tal apartment while he continues to recuper- 
ate. It was expected that he would leave that 
apartment and move into his own apartment 
in Birmingham about February 1. 

Hank Black, a spokesman for UAB, said 
“Darrell is experiencing no problems and no 
complications, The fact that he was in great 
physical condition and the fact that he has a 
positive attitude have been beneficial to the 
success of the surgery.” He said that statis- 
tics show a 95 per cent success rate at the 
end of one year for a recipient of a kidney 
from a close donor, although that over time 
the percentage of recipients having a func- 
tioning kidney decreases, to about 70 per 
cent at the end of 10 years, 

Blackburn and his mother have become 
advocates for organ donation. Some 900 
people in Alabama with no suitable related 
donor are currently on the waiting list for a 
kidney donation. Information on the organ 
donor program in Alabama is. available by 
calling the Alabama Organ Center, 1-800- 
252-3677. 


Rudd Going Early 

When Dwayne Rudd snared an errant 
Michigan pass and took off on what would 
be an 88-yard touchdown run and the deci- 
sive play in Alabama's 17-14 Outback Bowl 
victory, one couldn't help but believe that 
play would be shown again in April, when 
the National Football League has its draft. 
Rudd, who had been projected as a likely 
first round draft choice this year even before 
the start of his junior season last fall, made 
it official in early January when he an- 
nounced he would forego his senior season 
to go into the NFL draft, 

In addition to being named the Most 
Valuable Player in the Outback Bowl, Rudd 
was named Defensive Player of the Year in 
the Southeastern Conference. 

Tide Head Coach Mike Dubose said Rudd 
would be a top ten pick in the draft and that 
he supported the decision of the linebacker. 
“All I asked him to do was to come back and 
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get his degree,” Dubose said. “Football is 
going to end sometime.” Rudd said that he 
was close to being on schedule for his de- 
gree and would return to get it. 

The good news for Alabama is that defen- 
sive tackle Michael Myers, who had also 
contemplated entering the draft this. year, 
elected to return for his senior season. 


Football Awards 

Alabama held its annual football awards 
banquet in early January, Unlike a number 
of sports, Bama traditionally has only a few 
awards. For instance, there is no Most 
Valuable Player or anything like that. 

At this year’s banquet, the last for Gene 
Stallings and the first for Mike Dubose as 
Alabama head coach, there were presenta- 
tions to the 29 seniors and to captains John 
Causey and Fernando Davis. There is one 
subjective award, presented by the Jefferson 
County Alumni Association, The Pat 
Trammell Award, named for the former 
quarterback who went on to become a doc- 
tor and then died at a tragically young age of 
cancer, is presented to a player who over- 
comes great odds and shows leadership and 
scholarship qualities. Causey, who returned 
from a serious knee injury, was presented 
that award. 

Sophomore Warren Foust was presented 
the President's Award for Academic 
Achievement. Seventeen Crimson Tide play- 
ers received All-Southeastern Conference 
Academic Awards. 

Citations were also presented to those who 
won various awards (such as television play- 
er of the game or All-SEC) during the year. 


And More Football Awards 

Jimmy Hyams, sports columnist for the 
Knoxville (Tennessee) News-Sentinel, writes a 
column on the SEC, Recently he comprised 
a number of special awards in the confer- 
ence this year. He named Florida’s Steve 
Spurrier coach of the year, with LSUs Gerry 
DiNardo runner-up. “The choice,” Hyams 
wrote, “Gene Stallings at Alabama, Any 
coach who can win nine games with Freddie 
Kitchens at quarterback has done a good 
job.” Bama, of course, won 10 games, but 
Hyams made his decisions prior to the bowl 
games. 

In other categories, Hyams named Bama 
running back Dennis Riddle the league's 
most underrated player, linebacker Dwayne 
Rudd the SEC’ second best defensive player 
(behind Vanderbilt's Jamie Duncan), and the 
Alabama hiring of Mike Dubose as the sec- 
ond best decision made in the conference. 
(Best decision: Kentucky firing Bill Curry.) 

Hyams also listed a handful of the league's 
most promising freshmen, including Tide 
running back Shaun Alexander. 

Bama was also on the wrong end of a cou- 
ple of Hyams’ observations. He called the 
best two coached games of the year those of 
Florida and Mississippi State, both against 
Alabama. And he said the best game by an 
individual in 1996 was that of Florida quar- 


terback Danny Wuerffel against the Tide in 
the SEC Championship Game. 


Washington Gets Record 

At the 12:00 mark of the first half against 
Florida in Gainesville on January 18, 
Alabama basketball star Eric Washington 
swished a three-pointer. While it was only 
one of six Washington would make that 
night, it was historic in that it was the 226th 
of his career, a new Alabama record. The 
previous mark had been 225 by James 
“Hollywood” Robinson, set from 1991-93. 
Later this season Washington is almost cer- 
tain to surpass Robinson's mark of 606 
three-point attempts, 

Washington is one of 19 Division | players 
on an additional list of candidates recently 
released by the Los Angeles Athletic Club as 
contenders for the 10-man All-America team 
and Player of the Year awards presented by 
the club, The only other Southeastern 
Conference player on the list was Derek 
Anderson of Kentucky, who later was lost 
for the year with a knee injury. 


Tournament Tested 

Alabama women's basketball star Shalonda 
Enis has a phenomenal history when it 
comes to making all-tournament teams. 
She's nine-for-nine in making the all-tourna- 
ment team in regular season tournaments at 
Alabama. She even capped last season by 
being named to the NCAA West Regional 
all-tournament squad. In fact, in eight years 
of playing basketball-at Celeste (Texas) 
High School, Trinity Valley Junior College 
and Alabama-only once has Enis not made 
the all-tournament team. That was at last 
years Southeastern Conference Champion- 
ship Tournament (where Tider Dominique 
Canty was most valuable player and Brittney 
Ezell was selected to the team). 

Enis scored her 1,000th career point for 
Alabama when the Tide defeated Georgia in 
Athens earlier this year. She became only the 
third junior college transfer in Alabama his- 
tory to reach that plateau, and she did it in 
just 48 games. Scoring is not new to Enis. In 
two seasons at Trinity Valley she scored 
1,944 points (28.2 per game) and at Celeste 
High School she was Player of the Year with 
a state record 3,326 career points. 


Gymnastics Attendance 

Alabama Gymnastics Coach Sarah 
Patterson is goal-oriented, and has been 
quite successful in reaching many of her 
goals, That's why Bama is defending national 
champion, 

In addition to victories, Patterson has con- 
centrated on attracting fans. The result is 
that last year Alabama gymnastics was sec- 
ond only to Utah gymnastics in all women's 
sports competition in average attendance. 
Utah averaged 9,790 per meet, Alabama 
9.301. The next seven top-drawing women's 
sports were basketball teams. 

Last year the nation’s largest crowd for a 
gymnastics dual meet was an SEC record 
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13,573, when Georgia came to Tuscaloosa. 
The Tide also hosted the NCAA 
Championships, and drew a record 36,573 
for three days of competition. This year’s 
Auburn meet (the first of the year in 
Coleman Coliseum) attracted 10.823, the 
largest women’s gymnastics crowd in the na- 
tion this year. 

However, that mark was expected to be 
topped in the February 1 Alabama-Georgia 
meet. That meet was to be taped by ESPN for 
delayed broadcast. 


Gymnastics Rankings 

Alabama's gymnastics team was ranked sec- 
ond in the nation in the pre-season poll. 
Bama then went on the road and had an im- 
pressive win over Penn State. The result: 
Alabama dropped to fourth. The Tide fol- 
lowed that up with an excellent score in a 
rout of Auburn, And Alabama stayed fourth. 

While gymnastics (like all NCAA sports ex- 
cept Division 1A football) has post-season 
play to determine a true national champion, 
the rankings serve a purpose in seeding for 
Regional competition, 

An oddity of gymnastics rankings is that 
the method in which those rankings are done 
changes four times during the season. The 
pre-season poll is by vote of the coaches. 
After the first week of the season, the rank- 
ings are switched to highest score. After the 
fourth week of the season the rankings go to 
the highest season average. When all schools 
have six meets under their belts, the format 
switches to regional scoring average. 

The regional scoring average goes like this: 
Take a team’s top two home scores, top two 
away scores, and next two highest scores, 
home or away. Then throw out the highest 
score and the lowest score, Add the remain- 
ing four scores together and divide by four. 
That is the regional scoring average. 

Thank goodness for a championship meet. 


Baseball Rankings 

The Alabama baseball team, which was one 
of eight college squads to make it to the 
College World Series last year, is ranked 16th 
in the nation in the Collegiate Baseball and 
19th in the Baseball America pre-season polls 
for 1997. 

Bama is one of seven Southeastern 
Conference teams to make the rankings, 
Florida, Mississippi State, and LSU were gen- 
erally ranked above Bama, Tennessee about 
the same, and Arkansas and Auburn behind 
the Tide. 

FSU was number one in the Collegiate 
Baseball poll, which is made up of baseball 
coaches and sports information directors vot- 
ing, while Stanford was selected number one 
in the Baseball America poll, which is done by 
the magazine’ staff. 

In a pre-season poll of SEC coaches, Florida 
was the overwhelming choice to win the 
league, getting nine of 12 yotes. The Gators 
received 11 of 12 votes to repeat as SEC East 
champion. LSU, the defending national 
champion, received six votes to win the SEC 
West, while Mississippi State got four votes, 
Alabama and Auburn one each. 


Head Start 
Right-handed pitcher Pete Fisher, a sopho- 
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more from Stoneham, Massachusetts, became 
the first Alabama baseball player ever selected 
to participate in the USA Baseball National 
Trials, Just prior to the start of Crimson Tide 
baseball practice, Fisher spent three days at 
the New York Yankees’ spring training facility, 
Legends Field, in Tampa, Florida. He was one 
of 66 college players invited to the workouts. 
(Bama sophomore pitcher Manny Torres was 
an alternate for the trials.) 

USA Baseball selects and trains players for 
international amateur baseball competition, 

Interested spectators at the three days of 
workouts? Scouts representing virtually every 
major league team. 


Meet The Players 

Alabama baseball fans will have an oppor- 
tunity to meet the 1997 Crimson Tide players 
and coaches and have a hot lunch. The 
Alabama GrandSlammers, the baseball boost- 
er club, will have its annual preseason barbe- 
cue from 11;30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. Saturday, 
February 8, at the Hank Crisp Indoor 
Practice Facility. The cast is $6.50 per plate. 

Players and coaches will be available for 
photographs and autographs. 

The GrandSlammers are accepting new 
members. Cost is $25 for an individual mem- 
bership, $40 for a family membership. The 
group meets the first Monday of each month 
in the President's Lounge in Coleman 
Coliseum. Those interested in joining should 
call Scott Cork in Tuscaloosa at (205) 333- 
9943. 


Game Of The Week 

Alabama's baseball team will be televised 
twice this year on the SportsSouth cable net- 
work, The network has the SEC Game of the 
Week package and will televise Bama’s 
Saturday, April 5, game against Kentucky 
from Sewell-Thomas Stadium and the Tide's 
Saturday, April 12 game at Auburn. Both 
games begin at 2 p.m. central time. 

Additionally, the network will televise the 
SEC Tournament Championship finals from 
Columbus, Georgia, on Sunday, May 18. 

The Alabama Cable Network will air on a 
(ape-delayed basis 11 Alabama games, 10 
from Sewell-Thomas plus Bama’s April 9 
game against UAB [rom the Hoover Met. 
Home games which will be available on most 
cable systems in Alabama beginning at 10 
p-m, on the day of the game are Michigan 
February 23, Georgia March 9, UAB March 
19, Vanderbilt March 29, Kentucky April 5, 
Arkansas April 26 and April 27, Samford 
April 29 and LSU May 10 and May 11. 


Baseball Tickets 

For those who don't have cable, or who 
just prefer going to the ball park, Alabama 
season baseball tickets are now available. 
Individual season ticket packages are priced 
at $90 for a reserved chairback seat (subject 
to availability), $75 for an upper-level 
bleacher seat, and $60 for a non-reserved 
bleacher seat. There are also family plans and 
senior citizen plans. 

A single game ticket is $5, Alabama plays 
36 home games this year. Someone buying a 
$90 season ticket could see each game [or 
half price. 

For a ticket order blank and complete infor- 


mation call the Athletics Ticket Office in 
Tuscaloosa at (205) 348-6111. ~ 


New To PGA 

Spike McRoy of Huntsville, an Alabama 
golfer from 1987-90, recently eamed his PGA 
card through Tour Qualifying School, becom- 
ing the second former Tider of current Bama 
Coach Dick Spybey to make it to the tour, 
McRoy, who starred on the Nike and Hooters 
tours before earning his card, joins his former 
Tide teammate Dickey Pride on the PGA Tour, 
Another Spybey product from Alabama, Marten 
Olander, is playing on the European PGA Tour, 

Two other former Bama players, Steve 
Lowery and Lee Rinker, are active on the 
PGA Tour, while former Tide star Jerry Pate 
plays a limited number of PGA events, 


Soccer Honorees 

There were two Most Valuable Player 
awards presented at Alabama’s women’s soc- 
cer awards banquet, While senior goalkeeper 
Amy Pseja, as expected, was named Team 
MVP, there is also a special Coaches MVP 
award, and that went to Nellie Barnes. Ashley 
Kirkland was named offensive most valuable 
and Nikki Kubiszyn defensive most valuable 
for Coach Don Staley’s squad. 

The Academic All-SEC honorees were 
Pseja, Young, Cari Higgins, Jill Davis, Jennifer 
Carle, Amy Lerche, Nicole Lees, Leah 
Formby, Christine Miller and Nellie 
O'Connor. 


Hall Of Fame 

Former Alabama basketball star T.R. Dunn 
will be among those inducted into the 
Alabama Sports Hall of Fame at the 
Birmingham-Jefferson Civic Center on 
February 22. 

Tickets, which are $50 per person, may be 
obtained by calling the Alabama Sports Hall 
of Fame Museum in Birmingham at (205) 
323-6665. A reception will begin at 5:30 
p.m., followed by the banquet at 7 p.m. 


Distinguished Service 

Don Gambril, who retired at the end of last 
year as associate athletics director at 
Alabama, has been awarded the United States 
Sports Academy's Distinguished Service 
Award. Gambril served at The University be- 
ginning as head swimming and diving coach 
in 1973. His accomplishments in swimming 
are legendary. 

The United States Sports Academy has pre- 
sented the Distinguished Service Award an- 
nually since 1979. The academy, a graduate 
school of sport, is in Daphne. Gambril has 
served as a member of its faculty and consul- 
tant. 

Although Gambril has officially retired 
from Alabama, he has become a special assis- 
tant to Athletics Director Bob Bockrath with 
his major task to oversee the development of 
two new women's sports, crew and water 
polo. Gambril said he hoped the sports would 
he operational within two years. 

By staying involved in Alabama athletics 
Gambril also continues duties with the 
NCAA as chairman of the Mens and Women's 
Swimming Rules Committee and NCAA 
Representative on the US. Swimming Board 
of Directors. 
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1996-97 Alabama Winter Sports Results 


Men’s Basketball 


Date Opponent Time 
99 Marathon Oil (Exh.) 86 
79 BC Sibenik Croatia (Exh.) 70 
Top of the World Classic @ Fairbanks, Alaska 
38 UNC-Wilmington 31 
79 Southern Illinois 38 
77 Middle Tennessee State 7+ 
93 Northeastern Illinois 50 
95 Arkansas-Pine Blull 44 
70 Minnesota 67 
80 @ Florida International 65 
100 Western Carolina 48 
72 North Texas 53 
72 Virginia Commonwealth 69 


@ Birmingham 
Cable Car Classic @ San Jose, Calil. 


59 San Jose State 60 (OT) 
62 Santa Clara 77 
84 @ Vanderbilt 92 
59 @ Ole Miss 46 
66 Syracuse (CBS) 70 
68 Arkansas 72 
66 @ Florida 85 
60 South Carolina (JP) 62 
75 LSU 66 
Jan. 28 @ Auburn (ESPN) 8:30 
Feb. 1 @ Mississippi State (JP) 12:00 
Feb. 5 Georgia 7:00 
Feb. 8 @ Tennessee (JP) 3:00 
Feb. 12 Ole Miss 7:00 
Feb. 15 @LSU 7:00 
Feb. 19 Kentucky (JP) 7:00 
Feb. 22 Auburn (SS) 4:00 
Feb. 26 @ Arkansas (JP) 7:00 
March | Mississippi State 7:00 
March 6- SEC Tournament 

March9 =@ Memphis 


Times are central 


JP-Jefferson Pilot SS-SportsSouth 


Men's Indoor Track 


Date Event Finish 
Jan. 11 Saluki Invitational 
@ Carbondale, Ill. Fourth 
Jan. 18 Arkansas State Invitational 
@ Jonesboro. Ark, First 
Jan. 31- Meyo Invitational 
Feb, I @ South Bend, Ind. 
Feb, 7-8 Wildcat Classic 
@ Lexington 
Feb. 21-22 SEC Championships 
@ Ginesville. Fla. 
Feb. 28- = USATF Championships 
March | @ Atlanta 
March 7-8 NCAA Championships 
@ Indianapolis, Ind. 
28 


Women’s Basketball 

Date Opponent Time 
116 Uralmash (Exh,) 56 

Hall of Fame Classic @ Stanford, Calif. 
65 Stanford (ESPN) 74 
71 Athletes In Action (Exh.) 33 

San Juan Shootout, Sanjuan, Puerto Rico 
102 Arizona State 74 
88 Puerto Rico-Mayaguez 32 
8] North Carolina State 91 
Sheraton Capstone Inn Classic 

62 Jackson State 37 
85 Lynn +4 

Holiday Beach Classic @ Conray, S.C. 
89 Akron 44 
68 Penn State or Furman 47 
88 North Carolina 74 

Miami Holiday Classic @ Coral Gables 
70 Grambling State 67 
73 Miami 43 
70 Oral Roberts 65 
88 Ole Miss 60 
68 @ Auburn 65 
72 @ Mississippi State 52 
68 @ Georgia (Prime TV) 64 
101 @ Oral Roberts 67 
78 Kentucky @ Cincinnati 62 
60 Tennessee (Prime TV) 63 
Jan. 27 Jackson State 7:00 
Feb. 1 @ LSU 1:00 
Feb. 6 Arkansas 7:00 
Feb. 9 South Carolina (SS) 4:00 
Feb. 11 Auburn 4:00 
Feb. 16 @ Florida (Sunshine TY) 4:00 
Feb. 18 @ UNC-Charlotte 6:00 
Feb. 23 Vanderbilt (ESPN2) 4:00 
Feb. 28- SEC Tournament 
March3 = @ Chattanooga 


Times are central 
$5-SportsSouth 


Men's Swimming & Diving 


Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UA Opp. 
75 @ Northeast Louisiana 34 
87 Delta State@ Monroe, La. 22 
129 Florida 114 
105.5 @ LSU 137.5 
Illinois Invitational 
112 Ball State 72 
92 Southern Illinois 56 
106 Missouri 60 
93.5 lowa 56.5 
103 Northwestern 37 
123 @ Georgia 162 
113 @ North Carolina State 130 
Jan. 26 @ South Carolina 11:00 
Feb. 7 Auburn 6:00 
Feb. 19-22. SEC Championships @ Athens 
March 7 Tennessee #00 
March 8 Alabama Invitational 
Mar. 13-15 NCAA Zone Diving @ Auburn 
March 27- NCAA Championships 
March 29. @ Minneapolis, Minn. 


Times are central 


Date 
193.75 
195.525 
196.75 
Feb. 1 
Feb. 7 
Feb. 14 


Feb. 28 
March 8 


March 15 
March 22 


April 5 


April 17- 
April 19 


Gymnastics 

Opponent Time 
@ Penn State 190.3 
Auburn 189.85 
@ Florida 195.475 
Georgia 7:00 
Kentucky 7:00 
@ North Carolina State, 6:00 
New Hampshire. Kent 

@ Georgia 7:00 
Michigan State, West 7:00 


Virginia, SE Missouri State 
@ Auburn, Towson State 
SEC Championships 

@ Athens, Ga. 

NCAA Regionals 

@ Ann Arbor, Mich. 
NCAA Championships 

@ Gainesville, Fla, 


7:30 


Times are central 


Women’ Swimming & Diving 


Date/ 


Jan, 26 
Jan. 26 
Feb. 8 
Feb, 19-22 
March 7 
March 8 
March 13- 
March 15 
March 20- 
March 22 


Opponent Time/ 
Opp. 
@ Northeast Louisiana 23 
Delta State @ Monroe, La. 27 
Florida 130 
@LSU 135 
{llinois Invitational 
Illinois State 44 
Southern [linois 49 
Missouri 59 
Northwestern 33 
Illinois 61 
@ Georgia 155 
@ North Carolina State 63 
@ South Carolina 11:00 


Arkansas @ South Carolina 
Auburn 11:00 
SEC Championships @ Athens 
Tennessee 4:00 
Alabama Invitational 

NCAA Zone Diving 

@ Auburn 

NCAA Championships 

@ Indianapolis, Ind. 


Times are central 


Women's Indoor Track 


Date 
Jan. 11 


jan. 18 
Jan, 31- 
Feb, 1 
Feb. 7-8 
Feb. 21-22 
Feb. 28- 


March 1 
March 7-8 


Event Finish 
Saluki Invitational 
@ Carbondale, IIl Seventh 


Arkansas State Invitational 
@ Jonesboro, Ark. Second 
Meyo Invitational 

@ South Bend, Ind. 
Wildcat Classic 

@ Lexington 

SEC Championships 

@ Ginesville, Fla. 

USATF Championships 

@ Atlanta 

NCAA Championships 

@ |ndianapolis, Ind. 
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1997 Alabama Spring Sports Schedules 


Baseball 
Date Opponent Time 
Feb. 14 Marshall 7 p.m. 
Feb. 15 Marshall 2 p.m. 
Feb. 16 Marshall 2 p.m. 


Feb. 18. Louisiana Tech 7 p.m. 
Feb. 19 Louisiana Tech 4 p.m. 


Feb. 21 Michigan 7 p.m. 
Feb. 22 Michigan 2 p.m. 
Feb. 23. Michigan | pan, 
Feb. 25 Middle Tenn. 7 p,m. 
Feb. 28 Illinois 7 p.m. 
Mar, 1 Illinois 2pm, 
Mar, 2 Illinois 12 p.m. 
Mar.4+ Duquesne 7 p.m, 
Mar, 5 Duquesne 7 p.m. 
Mar.7 Georgia 7 p.m. 
Mar.8 Georgia 2 p.m. 
Mar.9 Georgia 2 p.m. 
Mar. 11 Winthrop 7 p.m. 
Mar, 12 Winthrop 7pm. 
Mar, 14 @ Florida 6 p.m. 
Mar. 15 @ Florida 6 p.m. 
Mar. 16 @ Florida 12 p.m, 
Mar. 19 UAB 7 p.m, 
Mar. 21 @ Tennessee 6 p.m. 
Mar. 22 @ Tennessee 6 p.m. 
Mar. 23 @Tennessee 1 p.m. 
Mar. 25 @ USM 6:30 p.m. 
Mar. 28 Vanderbilt 7 p.m. 
Mar. 29 Vanderbilt 2p.m. 
Mar. 30 Vanderbilt 2pm. 
Apr. | South Alabama 7 pm. 
Apr.2 @ Middle Tenn. 7 p.m. 
Apr.+ Kentucky 7pm. 
Apr.5 Kentucky (SS) 2 p.m. 
Apr.6 Kentucky 2 p.m. 
Apr. 8 USM 7 p-m. 
Apr. 9 UAB @ Hoover 7 p.m. 
Apr. 11 @ Auburn 6 p.m. 
Apr. 12) @ Auburn (SS) 1:30 p.m. 


Apr. 13 @ Auburn 1:30 p.m. 
Apr. 15 @ South Ala. 6:30 p.m. 


Apr. 16 @ Samford 2 p.m. 
Apr. 18 @ Miss. State 7 p.m. 
Apr. 19 @ Miss, State 2 p.m. 
Apr. 20 @ Miss, State 2 p.m. 
Apr. 22. Troy State 7 p-m. 
Apr. 25 Arkansas 7 p.m. 
Apr. 26 Arkansas 2 p.m. 
Apr. 27 Arkansas 2 p.m. 
Apr. 29 Samford 7 p.m. 
May 2 @ Ole Miss 7 p.m. 
May 3 @ Ole Miss 2 p.m. 
May + @ Ole Miss 2 p.m. 
May9 LSU 7 p.m. 
May LO LSU 2 p.m. 
May 11 LSU 2pm. 


May 14- SEC Tournament 
May 18 @ Columbus, Ga, 
May 22- NCAA Regionals 
May 25 @ campus sites 

May 31- College World Series 
June 7 @QOmaha 


All times central 
(SS) SportsSouth cable tv 


Softball 


Date Opponent Time 
Feb, 14- Texas-Arlington Tour. 

Feb, 16 @ Dallas 

Feb, 22- Louisiana Classic 

Feh. 23 @ Lafayette, La. 

Feb, 27 Delta State 3 p.m, 
Mar. + Michigan 3 p.m, 
Mar. 8- Georgia State Tourney 
Mar.9 @ Atlanta 

(Alabama will play Troy State 
and Mercer March 8, LSU, 
Gerogia State and Samford 
March 9) 


Mar. 14 @ Arkansas 6 p.m. 
Mar. 15 @ Arkansas 1 p.m. 
Mar, 18 @ Samford 4+ p.m. 
Mar. 21 Kentucky 5:30 p.m. 
Mar. 22 Tennessee 3 p.m. 


Mar, 28- Georgia Tech Tourney 
Mar, 30 @ Marietta, Ga, 


Apr.2) Auburn 5 p.m. 
Apr.5 @ Ole Miss 1 p.m. 
Apr.6 @ Ole Miss I p.m. 
Apr. 12 Florida 5 p.m. 
Apr. 16 @ Auburn 5 p.m. 
Apr. 18 Miss, State 4 p.m. 
Apr. 19 @ Miss. State 1] a.m. 


Apr. 26 @ So, Carolinal2 p.m. 


Apr. 27 @ Georgia 1 p.m. 
Apr. 30 Samford 5 p.m. 
May 1 FSU 4 p.m. 
May3 @LSU 2 p.m. 
May+ @LSU 12 p.m. 


May 1LO- SEC Tournament 
May 11 @ Columbus, Ga. 
May 16- NCAA Regionals 
May 18 campus sites 

May 22- College World Series 
May 26 @ Oklahoma City 


Other than tournament games 
and Michigan game on March 
+, all games are doubleheaders. 
Home games played at Muny 
Sokol Park. 


All times central 


Men's Golf 
Date Event 
Feb. 8- Florida Invitational 
Feb.9 @ Gainesville 


Feb, 19- John Burns 

Feb, 21 @ Honolulu 

Feb. 28- Matlock Intercollegiate 
@ Lakeland, Fla. 

Mar. 21- Spring Invitational 

Mar, 23 @ Montgomery 

Apr. 4- Carpet Capital 

Apr.6 @ Dalton, Ga. 

Apr, L1- Billy Hitchcock 

Apr. 13) @ Auburn 

Apr. 18- SEC Championships 

Apr. 20 @ Auburn 

May 15- NCAA Regionals 

May 17 TBA 

May 28- NCAA Championships 

May 31 @ Chicago 
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Men’s Tennis 


Date/. Opponent Time/ 
UA Opp. 
6 Troy State 1 
5 Georgia State 2 
Feb. 1 USM 12 p.m. 
Feb.5 UAB 2 p.m. 
Feb. 6- National Team Indoor 


Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb, 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar, 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
May 
May 
May 
May 


All ti 


9 @ Austin, Texas 

14 @ Fla. Atlantic 2 p.m. 
15 @Miami —-1:30 p.m. 
20- National Team Indoor 
23 @ Louisville, Ky. 

22 Georgia Tech 9 a.m, 
28 Miss, State 2:30 p.m, 
2 Ole Miss L p.m, 
5 Arkansas 2:30 p.m, 
7 @Georgia 1:30 p.m. 
13-Blue-Grey Classic 

16 @ Montgomery 
19 LSU 

22 Auburn | p.m, 
29 @ Vanderbilt 12 p.m. 
31 @ Kentucky 2:30 p.m. 
6 Tennessee 12 p.m. 
12 @ Florida ll am. 
17- SEC Championships 
20 @ Columbia, S.C, 

9- NCAA Regional 

10 TBA 

16- NCAA Championships 
25 @ Los Angeles 


2 p.m, 


mes central 


Men's Outdoor Track 


Date Event 
Mar. 15 @ Auburn 


Mar. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
May 
May 
May 
May 
June 
June 


20 Alabama Relays 

5 @Clemson 

10- @ Sea Ray Relays 

12 @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
20 Crimson Classic 

25 @ Drake Relays 

25 @ Penn Relays 

4  @Auburn 

15- SEC Championships 
18 @ Auburn 

24 @ Georgia Tech 

4- NCAA Championships 
7 @Bloomington, Ind. 


Women's Track 


Date 


june 
June 


Event 


~15 @ Auburn 

. 20 Alabama Relays 
.5  @Clemson 

. 10- @ Sea Ray Relays 
12 @ Knoxville, Tenn, 
20 Crimson Classic 
.25 @ Drake Relays 

. 25 @ Penn Relays 


4+ @ Auburn 


15- SEC Championships 


18 @ Auburn 

24 @ Georgia Tech 

4- NCAA Championships 
7 @ Bloomington, Ind. 


Women’s Tennis 


Date Opponent Time 
Jan. 29 USM 1 p.m. 
Feb.2) @Ga.Tech ll am. 
Feb. 3 Arkansas 12 p.m. 
Feb, 6- Rolex Championships 


Feb. 
Feb, 


Feb. 
Feb, 


Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 


May 
May 


9 @ Dallas 

12 UAB 2p.m. 
@ Williamsburg, Va. 

15 Maryland TBA 
16 William & Mary TBA 


20- National Team Indoor 
23 @ Madison, Wisc. 

22 Clemson —=-:1:30 p.m. 
1 @ Georgia Lam. 
7 @Kentucky 12 p.m. 
9 @LSU TBA 


12 South Carolina 2 p.m. 
15 Tennessee TBA 
20 Indiana 2 p.m. 
2L Vanderbilt 2 p.m. 
25 Miss. State 2 p.m. 
- 1 @South Fla. 1 p.m. 


. 3 @ Fla, Internat. | p.m. 
.6 @Auburn 12 p.m. 
. 11 @ Ole Miss 2 p.m. 
. 13 Florida 12 p.m. 


. L7- SEC Championships 
. 20 @ Athens, Ga. 


NCAA Regionals 
16- NCAA Championships 
23 @ Stanford, Calif, 


All times central 


Women’s Golf 


Date 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 


Event 
1- Florida Lady Gator 
2 @Gainesville 
14- LSU Fairwood 


. 16 @ Baton Rouge 

.21- South Carolina Inv, 
23 @ Columbia 

. 11- Women’s Southern 
13 @ Athens, Ga. 

. 18- SEC Championships 
,20 @ Columbia, S.C. 


8- NCAA Regional 

10. TBA 

21- NCAA Championships 
24 @ Columbus, Ohio 


A passion for 
printing. Your way. 


EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
attitude on behalf of our employees. We 
have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
consultants to shipping clerks, participate 
in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
our people motivated to work for you. 
But underneath all that, they’re just 
special. They won’t rush you off the 
phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You'll find they not only know the 
business technically, they care. 


j 


oe’ WV EBSCO MEDIA 
801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 


(205) 323-1508 0 
industries. Cr’ 


~ COLLEGIATE COLLECTABLES PRESENTS... 


Denny Chimes 
W 6*/2" x H 10" x D 6*/2" 


Univ. of Ala. Sign 
W 7%/s" x H 19/2" x D 21/4" 


HE: COLLEGIATE EXPERI- 
ENCE émbodies much more 
than just a college educa- 
tion, It produces a personal 
relationship with and love for an insti- 


tution that forever becomes a part of 


one’s life; 

Each Collegiate Collectable is metic- 
ulously designed and crafted with that 
lifetime collegiate pride in mind. Ex- 
treme care is given to insure high qual- 
ity standards are met and to protect 
the value and collectability of each 
piece. 

Each handpainted Collegiate Collec- 
table, stricily limited in issue size, is in- 
dividually numbered and hand-in- 
spected for quality, workmanship and 
verification of production number as- 
signment. Individual pieces. are pro- 
duced only during the year of issuance 
after which production is halted and 
the molds destroyed. 

In addition, each Collegiate Collec- 
table ts.officially licensed and autho- 
pized: by the University.of Alabama, 
Revenues generated by licensed prod- 
uels assist the university in carrying 
out its education mission through 
scholarships and academic programs. 
©1995 Collegiate Collectables 
P.O. Drawer 360207 Birmingham, AL 35236 


The President’s Mansion is Collegiate Col- 
lectable’s 1995 release for the Alabama 
Collection. This building, built in 1841, was 
one of only four campus buildings to sur- 
vive when Union troops raided the Univer- 
sity in April 1865 and stands today as a 
symbol of the University’s heritage. This 
piece is a perfect complement to Colle- 
giate Collectable’s 1994 initial Alabama 
Collection release, Denny Chimes, The 
issue size of the President’s Mansion is 
strictly limited to 5000 pieces. 


Alabama Collection Accessory 


University of Alabama Sign 


President's Mansion 
W9"xH7"xD9"/." 


THE ALABAMA COLLECTION 
1995 Release 


The President's Mansion 
Issue Size: 5000 $69.95 


1994 Release 

Denny Chimes 

Issue Size: 3000 $69.95 
(limited number available) 

Alabama Collection Accessory 
University of Alabama Sign $24.95 


To Order: 
1-800-353-BAMA 


Monday - Friday 8a.m.-5p.m. CT 


Also available at selected retail outlets. 
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| Bama Magazine has 
“. | been giving Alabama 
_ fans therinside story 
| omvall aspects of 
: “Crimson Tide Footb 
)* | since 1979. Our 
| readers get the facts 
7" | and figures, but also 
: get the story behind 
the story. We profile the stars and the 
_stars- to be;¢oaches, and even the/Stars S of 
t # yesteryear as we remember Ala ma 
tradition. And for the best and most accurate 
~ recruiting information, nothing compares. 
. A subscription brings you’1@ full-color 
A magazines and ‘14 newsletters 
“mailed first class. We 
don’t stop with football 
season, either. Keep up 
with all Alabama sports, 
, August through May,’ 
Great gift idea, 608 


~~ 
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PLEASE SEND ME ONE YEAR |! 
z {24 ISSUES) OF ‘BANA FOR 
| ONLY $35.00 
I 
| Total amount enclosed $________ for ____ subscriptions. Alabama residents 
| add $2.00 sales tax each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 
| Make checks payable to: ‘Bama Magazine 
| P.O. Box 6104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 


Visa 


Payment Enclosed___ Mastercard ___ 
Bank Card# 


Signature 
PLEASE PRINT 


To: (Name) 


(Address) 


(State) Zip) 


